Cambridge Studies in Medical Anthropology
Editor
ALAN HarRwOOD University of Massachusetts, Boston

Editorial Board

WiLLiamM DRESSLER University of Alabama

RONALD FRANKENBERG Brunel University, UK

Mary Jo Goobp Harvard University

SHARON Kaurman Untversity of Caltfornia, San Francisco
SHIRLEY LINDENBAUM Ciry University of New York
MARGARET Lock McGill University

CATHERINE PANTER-BRrICK University of Durham, UK

Medical anthropology is the fastest-growing specialist area within anthropology, .
both in North America and in Europe. Beginning as an applied field serving
public health specialists, medical anthropology now provides a significant forum
for many of the most urgent debates in anthropology and the humanities. It
includes the study of medical institutions and health care in a variety of rich and
poor societies, the investigation of the cultural construction of illness, and the
analysis of ideas about the body, birth, maturity, ageing and death.

This series includes theoretically innovative monographs, state-of-the-art col-
lections of essays on current issues and short books introducing main themes in
the subdiscipline.

1. Lynn M. Morgan, Communiry Participarion in Health: The Politics of Primary
Care in Costa Rica
2. Thomas J. Csordas (ed.), Embodiment and Experience: The Existential Ground
of Culture and Health %
3. Paul Brodwin, Medicine and Moraliry in Haiti: The Contest for Healing Power
. Susan Reynolds Whyte, Questioning Misfortune: The Pragmatics of Uncertainty
n Eastern Uganda
. Margaret Lock and Patricia Kaufert, Pragmaric Women and Body Politics
. Vincanne Adams, Doczors for Democracy
. Elisabeth Hsu, The Transmission of Chinese Medicine
. Margaret Lock, Allan Young and Alberto Cambrosio (eds.), Living and Work-
ing with the New Medical Technologies: Intersections of Inquiry
9. Daniel Moerman, Meaning, Medicine and the ‘Placebo Effect’

1S

o ~1 &N W

Social Lives of Medicines

Susan Reynolds Whyte

University of Copenhagen

Sjaak van der Geest

Universizy of Amsterdam

Anita Hardon

University of Amsterdam

| CAMBRIDGE
) UNIVERSITY PRESS



PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 IRP, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcon 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

© Susan Reynolds Whyte, Sjaak van der Geest, Anira Hardon 2002
This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2002

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
Tipeface Plantin 10/12 pt System BIEX 2¢  [TB]

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Caraloguing in Publication data

ISBN 0521 80025 0 hardback
ISBN 0521 80469 8 paperback

Contents

Iz

111

v
10
i1

List of illustrations

Introduction

An anthropology of materia medica

The consumers
Mothers and children: the efficacies of drugs

Villagers and local remedies: the symbolic nature of
medicines

Women in distress: medicines for control

Sceptical consumers: doubts about medicines

The providers

Drug vendors and their market: the commodification

of health

Pharmacists as doctors: bridging the sectors of
health care

Injectionists: the attraction of technology

Prescribing physicians: medicines as communication

The strategists
Manufacturers: scientific claims, commercial aims

Health planners: making and contesting drug policy

page Vil

W)

23

37
50
63

79

91
104
117



vi

12

Contents

Conclusion

Anthropologists and the sociality of medicines
Notes

References

Subject index
Index of authors

163

172
177
194
198

Ilustrations

1.1

2.1

3.1

4.1

6.1

7.1

8.1

9.1

A Baghdad pharmacist’s shop in 1224, illustrated
in an Arabic manuscript. Istanbul Sofia Miisezi,
ms. 3703.

Medicines have social efficacy: young mother with
sick child in the Philippines. Photograph: Royal
Tropical Institute, Amsterdam.

Everyday life is a rich source of symbolism: Mossi
women pounding millet in Burkina Faso. Photograph
by Adéle Meulenbroek.

If I don’t sleep, I am not able to do the things I want
to do all day. So it’s quite simple. I take sleeping pills.’
Photograph by Rimke van der Geest.

‘T’m always slightly wary of drugs of any sort really...If
I don’t feel the need to take them, I won’t take them.
Photograph by Rimke van der Geest.

A woman passes and asks the price of white Folkologo
(chloramphenicol) in a Cameroon market. Photograph
by Sjaak van der Geest.

‘Almost like a doctor’ is the way a customer describes
her pharmacist: a pharmacy in Colombia. Photograph:
WHO/PAHO/A. Waak.

Injections are iconic of biomedical pharmaceuticals.
Uganda Red Cross poster for Essential Drugs
Programme.

The healing hand of the doctor reaches the patient
through the prescription and the medicine. Cartoon
by Geertje van der Geest.

page 4

24

38

51

64

80

92

105

118

vii



viit

10.1

12.1

List of illustrations

The ideas and practices of the drug manufacturer
remain largely inaccessible to ethnographic research:
a pharmaceutical laboratory in Iran. Photograph:
WHO/D. Deriaz.

Poster promoting the policy of using essential drugs and
standard treatment guidelines. South Africa’s
Department of Health.

Ethnography as an approach to the social lives of
medicines: one of the authors during fieldwork.
Photograph by Patrick Atuobi.

134

147

164

Part I

Introduction



